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Histery
Ferlod *of 1 Lay to 31 Lay 1944

QOpergtions: ‘

During .he oatl of Kay the sae.fvity of ..Le Squodron
genlered o0 rlyin samg o uratlaens, oo auchenios of md:lolstras
tion bagan t+ mi.oth out, npd em hasis switohed from "house-
kcoping® to ile job ai hand,

Gn 3 Lay U ¢« Squadron sent liz f£'rst planc aoross the
"Huzp® intu Chine % the ndvenced Bese of the 40th Borbardmant
Grou.. Flyios tha "Hump™ w 8 8 resl expsrience = ter hearing
s a0y tales of .he .05t hagardous atretoh of f!ylng 1h the
world. . be ocoursa fl.wn took the plaps frum Chakwlie to Jorhat,
Indle, to Bhingbwiyang, India, to Likiang, Chins, to Hasicheng,
Chios, an: then direct to Heingohing, the advanced baze, Cobn-
ditions were contsat. If instrumsnt conditions had axisted Lhe

iostrument gourse was .he ssae as far as Hsiobang, but altered
ac trat point ¢. 1I-Pip end chenos to the advanoed base.

Throughou: the romainder of Lhe month of May the Sguadron
sontinued to wend 1ts .laRes acsons .he "Hump®. A total of 31
roupd trip missiocns weru com.letad, 411 m'sslons were for the
purpose of Terrying enginos, sparc ,eris, teoh su piles, and gaw
snd oil L0 the forward arsa, —_

The missions over the "Hump® provided the wen in the
orzanization with an intarsat that was positive 1o some Tas;eots,
but was alac a sourcs of speoulation epd eoncern., All men in
the Squadron were cognizant of the fsol thal the lLth AlrForoe
was defendent on tho A, . C. for its s ply of gascline. Thay
knaw tha samosunt of gascline requir. 4 to load one B=29 for a
gonbet mission in Chimé. ""XE'operational misrions Lrogresasd they
ebasrved that the asount of gas belng ferried by B-29's would be
insurriolent to yrovide servicing of the places for froquent
combat mission to torgels tosy thop.ght might be within range of
tbe sirylane, -

Flying the “Humi™ wus hard on the air_ lenes_ Ead weather
wan froquent anc the long hours of meking a ¥ound trip to China '
wis jutting time on the sagines ~nd oreating s demand rgr a
parts. 1[be B=29 wat an sxpepsivs piecs of squipment, deai
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for combat, ood yet it wes being used %o Laul gasoline, whied

in cortrast to the anticlipated flood smount to be nDesded lnud
. o mmfunt tr afly & tyiakle.
A1l of the med wers making tleir deuuntions Trom the facs of
thinra that existed. AF Yo% he targetd bid NOt DAMD ANDOUDOSA
; for obvious r. asons, [hey 4:4 not know wheoner thelr forrying
sfforts wre being supyplementsd by 4. .. C§ in & word, not aware
of the "big sleture™.

However, each ¢rcw wus saking svery effurt to make tielr 9
"Lay" loads as suoch sp L0Bsible. A oompeiitlive splrit » .
2P batweel erews OB Lha various ,lanes., "Now much gas 414 your
lagve™ wus an often asked guestioa.

Yet, as sach mission snd ssah bour of flylng was campleted,
MOh Was DOLOE 1lOATRec aboutl ie N-~I¥Y TOAT Rad Deen 1ELOBE1DLS o
learn at *reining stetion in the States dus to lack of planes,
end flylng time, .

Figures nhuinq.d fro . the LOth Bombardmsat Oroup Statistical

. Ssotion revealed the results of *Hump® oparatl.m ip the Squadrob
for the month of Kay, ss fnllswa:

rl!‘htl .,d.-u--------].l
Neot smount of gas left in gallons ----2l.uu
Net smount of oil left in geallons --=- 2
Eet welght of Ary cargo left -------:—-31'570 1ba
Total Nat weight of all carge lert --219 9?0 1be

.+  Copsidering the sotual job dons by the Sgysdron, the remlits
werc axcellent. The plases heve bdesn heavily ed with averege
gross weignt of 132,000 lba. In sdditlon airy #4.2-6254 bl
baen strijpied of at, srmor, turFets, sRd frader equipment
and mads two of the 1rtr-¢n- {h] ﬂ.:ghu tankear upuiﬁr.

= ssoounting for 5,000, of the nat credited to the
| A5%h Bomberément SQupdivn Quring tae Pobid, |
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Engipesring:

Maintenanee within the Squadron was aconplished under two
diptlaod bepdicaps:, The first was the slimatics conditions and

the sescond wab S are .arte. During the month, ac¢ocrding to
offioinl figures taken from the rstords of the Base Weather
Strtion, the highes: ten eraturs recordsd was 113°F, The aversga
tem;erstures for the sntire month was 94°F. Theze figuros were
reaorded by the weatner ssotion under “desp shade” sonditions---
the instrument mwasuring the free alr belng sfpased in a boxed
oover. An unofficiel sstimete, volunteerad by the Weathar
Seotion, Placed maximum temperaturs on the rumwy st 13097,
Imz-r&lul of the sxact teamparaturss sxperienced, the metal
on the planss would beconw too hot to touch, Maintenance work
could ouly bs effectively amcoomplished during early morning hours
‘ lﬂﬂ. at mtl : ’

Spare arte handica;.ped maintsnencs from two angles, Tirm,
only & limtted Bu,ply of parts wers stooked on the Ease. B8econd, -
of scia of the parts available, it was found that dus to oarteln
aodifications mads at the leat mimte, before departurs from the
stater, these parts wo. 14 not fit, having not been mcdified,
Callactcy ringa was an sxan’le of thia eondition.

Yot at the snd of the .onth the L5th Bombardment Squadron’s
record vas 63,58 Dlones So cormission Tor the period. Credit
was ~iven not ouly to the Englovering ssetion for this sxoellent
work dons, but also vo combat orews who had kept tha planes in
£ocd ahape while snroute froa the Statsa, _

o reonnel: -
On 8 Lay the 45th Bombardment Squadrop and the 3rd Bombard-
ment Mpintenance Squedron wers combipged and redénignated the L5th .

B t 8quadr r Genaral Order Hq LOth Bomb Op, dated
9w- quedron pe e e, Hq & ) I8

‘ 85 Officers €9 Enllsted Mex - |
314 pombaydeept Maintenance Gqusdron 1 ‘ :. - F#&*
‘ : 1%1.5 olTicerw Co 3&_1 lnlfnkﬂ Maa K 31_;.& "

In making th-’l"-nlgmtian. ﬁ:lﬂﬂlltl_ inefits could be A
seen -=- reduction:of adolnidtratlye overhedd and a bBetter apirit. - ™
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