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Cene rz_q H

The bhlziory jeriod, coversd by the lotlusive dates nbove,
reflects a -ultitude of ranid chanpes in *he vhas-£ -f sequadram
11fe and activity. while n st of the hirtory will reoonrd the
w'e aratiocn cod movument -f the organization from 1ts training
round 8% Frett, Kspnzas 60 the tiaatre of O eratlons, sention
will be mode of tne closing daye of treining ond the prelimin-
ATY Sy ¢88 O Or:anlzatvion nt APQ 'ﬂ‘}li Ina oxpelivoey of
work and preporation rior to overzeas mant, cui)pled with
unadvoidnble errors c-orruent with any 1 scale Dlanning,
¢ used morsl. »nd ualil 8 irit to fluxu- e as guch as the varlances
th yersonalities. Jhis wrillng will etield ifto record acurstely
the Lrue 3inti: of the zo adron Lhro ghout the com. lets variod.

1l Februory to 1 Fabruary l19ii

LraRARE?

During ths .eriod of tise indicated above all efforts in
the sausdron waoe Girected Lo.urds comlating ell sssigned traln-
ing beafore the _wlor to LeverFeses Hovewsnt ins sction mehadulsd
r:F February 1l9th,

All Lersonmel, ot already Tu-uriu in itelr authorized
ArmS, wers Ssnt 1o the renge until qualifiostion was obtained.
Kanras nt the ti ¢ was heving some 0f fts ocoldest weather and
Cdifrioulty was experienced in handling oold steel to the dagree
QT yrorjolency demanded by regulescions.

Class 8 in ground school wara disronsed with, sxcejt for
make~un'a 10 sero-madical and Intelllgence . leciures. paratlons
conoentrated on scheduling svaileble B-17'» in long-range nav-
igation and hirk altittde missions ta con.lete this .hase of

air trainior. AL the same tiis orew membars wers ocontluding
work !n ecabat technique.



EIF) H

Cla:hinr ins ecilons wery beld am. every sffort - 3 sade
t have all wen 18 ihLe organization pro erly equl ped with
olothing end indivwtdusl agui mant. Sarv.ss resordk, 201 filan
oloiLing recurds sna all rolsisd r cords were checked and brousnt -
Uy 30 date, The nquadron wi.u sdmin’s.reievely .reparcd for e
& proaghin: move: ovorsess.

On 12 Februsry lst Lt +AJL E MeDEML T cX, 0-566070, was
aRBifned t2 tho orianizaticsn as sdjutent, vice 1st Lt ROBERT &
BIRHEBUN, 0= 56020 relleved. Lt FETERDON wona tranaferred becouse
of lewy:~h of time required to resover Ifrom » major o-arstion,
and sll ersonnel ‘wrc sorry to sco him left behi-d, In It
MOLIRLO . we recei:ved m ¢a. able P+ .l-cenent with a .~ of bHack-
sround {n perconnsl sand adminicirative work.,

18 February to 29 February 1944

Genaral:

On the 18 February the first overseas B«29, sir.lamm §
L2~-b261, w 2 pasigned 0 tho squedron. (be airplane waa further
assigned to Lhe oerews of Capt s0YD L GRUBAUGH epd lst Lt MARVIN
L BONYEMT Tiare was & multituds of work to ha asaomplishad,
sinoe the .lanu was not modified, All en:ines hed io be charged
re,dacmil with .he nev. coabat enine, slong rith npumerous modifl -
ostiont in certein.esqulpm nt and par-s of the mirplane. 7To
raciijitate 23,.eed of work, and e: the same time further scqueint
oombet orew parsonnel itk toae maintenance as.ects of the B-29,
the two grews were nlaced on 12 hour shifts to bring the alirplaoe
jnTo oommisslicn. .

During the remaindar of February the following additional
sirplanes wore saigned to the 45th Dombardmont Bquedren, and
in turn assigned to the oraws indloazed:

Date Alrplens No ~ Srew
23 Pebruary #L2-6275 Capt MARYIR W GOODWY:
Capt JACK C LEDFORD
28 Yabruary #42-631) Capt WILLIAM G HENTRO
Capt JASFER W WOODRUFP
29 February Fu2-6308 Cnpt CHARLES LAYLOR

Sapt GILEWN W LANDRETH

In esach assigonment the sww provisiom for accomplishing
necessary modifications wos madc by placlmg ibe crews om 12 hour
shifts of maiptenance, and oh work.,




trajnin:

All tralnling was consldered oom.leted at the end of
Tabruary. The laz=t rnays of Faoruary aaw nost operations
schediles listing hich altitude bombing missloas ia B=17's
apd farry misnsio.s carrying orows o he wdifisation Conters
at -Arlelts, Ga and OKishoms CLlty Lo bring beck B-29'3% to Lhe
Lroup. Total flyins tize for the Squadron, B-17's and B-29's
ou bioed, was S508:35.

The eom leti- B of the tralni s wak viewed in two d1fferent
lishts by o . bat orew personnel. or .he most art Lile .40 were
orond af L atr affarka ntw. hard work. A 1ot Sad hean anoos . 15aha
ed, They aould look baok and re ~=bor vhonm t“he rirst B-29 was
saslrned to the Squadrom in JOly 1943. It was the first plane to
oome. off of. Lro -roduotion line, and the rirst to be assigoed

W0 & Squadron. All trnininpg Ya bosn conducted under ssvere
napdioeps. FProduciion "bups® had to be ironed out apd femiliar-

ization and treinlue of orews ob ibe wirplans was retrrded by Lie
Ifwobk whni nt oo ti-v werw budIv Srw thaa Ltwo Be29"3 sswlgoed o

the Unic :sintenance m-n were oconfeonted rith the croblem of
ksszing an sirplenc flying that was constantly presanting dirfieml-
tins amsocisted wilbh Aoy .ew ty.a of equipment., B-17's hed to bw
substituted t-. meet the traini ¢ iremanta. Kansas had ‘given

a pood ,or . lon of bed weatier In sddition., Yet, with all bindran-
0B, & ;Tecsdant hed been astebllinahed ami iiue new air.lane wmas
viewgd vith ride enpd confldeanos.

On Lhu O.. ar side of tne ledrer was th- ldea bat ths project
wak inocom.l:te. Some falt th ¢ the lack of puhnery, restrioted
amount of sotual flyiog time, and sctusl extensive treiping in
the B-29 itselrl mirnt bs o aerious problem in comb:t sperations,
Howaw:r eo-wes had bhean foresd end rersnnnel wers obganized.
Individual pride in ablility =xnd gualidenss I3 (he im.ortencs of

<20 assipnment to use predominated.

Personnel:

0n 21 February lst Lt CLARENCE ¥ LOWMAN, Squadron Intellirence
Officer, 1ot Lt : AL E MgGERMOLT JR, Ogquadrivn Adjutant, apd 8%
Scabora N, Brook Jr, Intelligence HN. C. O, departed from the
Bquadron and IPrott to prooeed to the Thegter of Oparatlions, via
A. T. C, They were part of the Advanced Hesdquarters, LOth Bombard-
#ant Croup, which totaled 11 offisers end nine EM,

Note: Record of strenyth of unit for the reriod oot avallablas,
Ad scon 83 infuraation is obiained it will be forwarded im a

su--plemdntary re-ort.
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