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5 _UALIA b STURY
1 March 1544 thru o5 Jay 14

Puring the t'irst few doys in MHarch everyone worged and work-
el hard--the maintenance personnel, as well ¢5 every remher of
eath Tlvine cred-——thoenbing o shive, theltt soveivmernt, Yheimlli-
ing comsat engines, cnd effectln:; modificaticns which we gould
aa without ald of the "festher merchants™, Altopethear aur
Luadron was asslgned nine BE-22'c which ceme to ws from modl-
fication centers,

cince there were only nine snips, 5iy Crews had to be trans-
rortod wercce by Adr Trencport Cnmmuné. Approximntely holf of
these six creis came by boat and Alr Transpurt Command cusbined
whileé the other half came by Alr Transport Comrand all the way.

On March 11 the men who were to cross by boat were zlerted,
and o igrch 18 we boarded a troup train for a Fort of Eaobarkation.
After 2. days of contlnucus riding we arrived at Camp Patrick
Henry, Virglnlg where we were ndoctrinated. ALl medical records
vere closely checked and mlssing equipment issued during the
three days we were there,

Ve were transported to the pier on karch 18, by trsin and -
beg:n embaykatlon about the middle of the afterncom, Our ship,
tne_ U,0.5. Dutner was very modernistie. having besn commissioned
in 1944=-this vwas only her second crossing, &4t 0500 the following
norning, March 18, we puiled out of the harbour intoc a rather
cisturbed sea. For slmost two days the ship and the sea were
unzhlie to reaeh a working agreement hecause the waves tossed the
ship back and forth, up and down, until 1t seemed as though we
had entirely lost the Law of Gravity, Finally, however, the sea
ralmad anAd rvematined that way the rest of the trdp, glving ue
a chance to enjoy the comforts, and even luxuries in some ¢ases,
on board skhlp. The eénlisted personnel were gquartered on the
secind, third , and fourth decks and ate twlce dally. On the
maln deck were cfllcers quarters, theater, lounge, snack bsT,
and oining room. The entire trip was mogt pleasant for we had
nlee quariers, goud food, znd a comparatively smooth sea most of
the way : . . N

%ar, m the:ﬁaiﬁ;;phIwEﬂentered the harbour
barking around. noon.. Trucks were waiting:to t
the, c1ty to.Campilon B, Passage; .
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At 0000 GOT, March 25 we entered the Furcpean:
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Cromy Pameayee 18 o staging seas Tor brooas oTriving feom and densrhine
for the Statas., -frimarily it ic fop Infantry forces and has ne accomgda-
tions for on outlit What izau't self-sustaining. We lived like gromd
offieors, sleesing in tents (Cortunately we had oots which ALS flew in Tor
uz from sone oiher part of Afrdica) ond eating fron mess kits. We set uw
vy oW wrganization of eormond from our oliioora, ee toe fdr Guevvs prade
u:1ly became self sustaining.

-

1t was not wutil ¥ 4pril thas we were cble b0 start leaviug by a0ll,
and then only ope shdp at a tima, Dyveryone flew in a G=3i and il follow-
cd the fame route. Tne ships landed ab Tribeli, Cairoe, Abasdan, Karaeht,
-mgd Kharagpur enroute. e remained at Kharagpor from il Anril until 13
april then came to Jhalulia — some by plane ond tie rest Y erain.

ihe other half of the six excess Jlying crews Lef't Pratt a {ew dg¥s
ALLEr TNOoSa ang Cang @y bodat. Lney wellt to oafinag then to Whamg Iy trean
whore they begsn traveling by AT, following this route: Lidamd, Flag
Tuerto .ilee; Uesorgebown, Gribidh Dwiane; Delem, Brasiiy Vakeh, Twonin;
Ascension Island; Aeccra, Gold Cogst, british West Afvica; Maddupurd,
lilgeria; Ehertoun, Anplo mgyoetian Sudany sdpen, Arabia; Masiran Island,
Araiia; Raraehl, Indiz; Apra, Indiay Goya, India; Kharagpurs

Five Jeasscy ledfl Frablb w3 Apcll; s 2 oApaddy wne §p Awidld; we 5
anril; one ¥ Agpil. 410 ships followed tho same route: lrott; Presque
lgle, kainej Gander Lake, Hewfoundland; Marrikech, French Eorrocn; Sailo,
Gpypt: Korachi, Indiay Chakulla, India, 11 sidps had to pull za 50 hour
Inapection enropte and some #hilps had minor difficulties — eracicd exhanst .
stacks and fuel Tomp replacements. One ship had b0 ehanpe twe engines and
another had to chanfe some propeller Blades. :

fhe first few veeks here at Challia were vary trying ones with dfsor- : .
eantzation, poor food, oo transjortetion, and no oirplanas.
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The airfieid itzsclf was furmerly a B-25 base, having besh established
somevifiera in the neighborhood of J sears ago. The rummrgrs were lenghbhened,
widendd and re-enferced to accomodate the weight of the B=29: Thera is an i

 Zogt-ilost runvay and a Horth—South ano. mly the Eoot Weobk ruanmeay io open T
Lo traffie for all the ships have boen parked along tio Horth=Soutli runwsy -y
on concrete strips banking the ranwsy — an ideal setup for 4 Jap bombing s
or gtrafing attack, imbt bhe only possible arrangement at the present time,
ihe Enginsers sre workbog 2 hours o day crying te prepere digperssl avess
ant bad=ways belore the uomsoon season sests in.

. Afber the arrival af the Gronp Operabinons OFFSser, wo hegan. hoving

daily meetings of alrplane commanders for itha purpose of effering sugestions -
and plans as to alert system, food situation,aydd anything in enera] per-
boining Yo organization. For the firsht week or two we had practice alerts
daily, im which one gunncr Temained in the plune at the CFC &tdtion while

evoryane else took to the trenches..
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Trangortation was a creat problem 2t {irst due to bhe lgek of omuip-
rient und improper distritufion of thae whica we did have, She ey way of
peiting from the barracks area.co the [Tight line (about 5 miles distance}
wus to stuand on the readside and waili for a fuek, jeep, or wveauons corrier
o piek you up,  ahis ddffieulby wos zilsviaied Lo soe sxtent opon Lhe
:rrival of the Squadren Commanding Gffieers because eath squadron was then
aEpipmed a weapols carrier.

ANCn bhe clews Lo had orossed I LOST anc Al &TTAvVed at uie Iiold,
anothor srcblen presented itself, thai of getting flying time in for the
cage two months. At that time tocre was avallable for flying (under tie
cortrol of Group Uperations) two )-2us, one I~5, and one B=24. Jhese were
kept tugy overs modent it was possible 1o et Groups permlssiom, ferrying
ooroomnel around 2w chadn of fields or Ilying pards in from Caleutta and
vurious pints. the E-24 had leaky pas tanks, tndn tires, «nd a dent in the
lopiiog wlpr wff bivwe wing wiery L6 il o bdied in f1ldighe, tho I=fe hod oogr—
whers fvow 25 to 50 comdal misslons to their eredit and thin tires alsog
and the -5 had no battery so it hzd to he cracked by hand spinming. Hote
withstanding all these ninderans@s some of us menaced to get flying idma for
both curselves and members of ocur orew.

the intense heat here was quite a chango from snow covered Kansas or
tha eold nighta of Horth Alriecn ond o little hard to deocsmsa ucad e ak Tiret.
Finally, hovever, wo have setiled down to heaw, heat prostration, and woe
ceaselassd dust. -

It ia hard to forwm a conceptlon of the lemsy food we had when we first

arrived, "Ov rations would have beesn a welcone delicacy but we cowldan

evan got that, I ceerss as thouph the Hritish vers short stonning our rations
and sending ue Fritish roationz instead, mder sover bf tha revrarse Letd-
Lease mgureoment, Uriginally the officers ate in one gide of the smlisted
mens wegs, and were served "Family Style" Iy nadive bsarers. Together with
their belng unable io undersiand Anglish and the scareify of Ioed we had a
pratty hough tige petting enough to eat. o refrigeration or ies was gvpil-
able, 50 when we fad meat, it was slaughterad in the norning and cooked for
lunch and supper before it could apeil, '
As the ghips began to arrive grrangements had to be made for feeding

the crews on the line who wor'e standing by on slert. At firsi, the mesa

officer tried transporting the food doewn in the sghips tood warmers, It bhat
entailed two mach washing and the mass hall didn't have:spough helpers.

Finally, the solubtlon t.o the feeding problem was arrived ab tivough a central o
mess tent on the line. The food was prepared at the mess hall and transpried T
dovm to the line on a truck them "dished ‘oub" in mess kit ‘stiyle. The gyatem C
‘WaSn't 50 bad exCepy IOr The dust, hoat, and bawks. Ihe bawls would swoop
denm fﬁnld grab food right out of the mess kit you were holdlng, if you werent
careful, S .

A new officers mess wag-opened apuroinately two weeks after owr arrival
whilch sas much nicer than the old one, for we wees fed caféberia style.
Finaily, we hegan to get-ice:and the food go betber, toth in prepartion and
vorlety, untdl flaally thes wigals are qudle palalaite. :
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tdeecnily, with an indilow of wobor wehliclies, the proclen of feeding on
Llio Zinc baaeones aily, Do jow ldl dhiuenbebis e bttt biyyy leele crgnie o
alert over to the hoinbenonee Sqaadrons mess tonta.

ur quarters wre :Lite o distonee frow toe line — anproodrnoiely five
(LLes — ey are notaing to bea, of, bot then Lhey couddd be worse Tor there
wre always wents,.  Uneyr are voery sioleds in gonstructicn, cub smple srotection
Lrom the glimate and insecus. Of cowrse, Liigy do sop that during the mpon-
anong wng alisa arkd buga invibe beecoclited sipghe dnba your roeemn — oometdme s
even into your siwes zod ved, e walls are made of twd plaster, ool of
straw, atil floor ol conerete. Sove of the wildings are divided into five
Luotlsy ailllle otuers are senaratod Into i7s larpe mors and Lhere is no #acrech-
ing except what one walos fron mosguite netiing. The showers are in one
bulldiny imd e Lotrines in another. wosh of bhe rooms usre a werdrobe, o
sl bable, a chair, a chost of drawers and twoe unis - 211 rather crudely
vonsbyietond witlh :mn-.L‘it-l::Ln.;; Avrrmne and doorc. rimgmeids nots ares q_ui.'!:.u the
atyle, desnpite tue faot then only onme or two cosos of selorio heve been re—
yorted in this esctor writhin the past two yenrs, for both moscuites and gnata
are fairly olentiful., At nigat, everyone moves uls uni outdoors, For it is
boo ot Lo sleen ingide the barilding.

Lvery officer and onlisted men has a bowrer 0 take core of Lds room,
Lanndry , and personal oishes. (ne beprer usually sprvasn four @men cnd does s
sretty pood jon even tiough some of them ean speak but little @nplish, A1
officers with rank of lst Lt. or above were cusriersd in two borrakks up on
iv il which the Znd Lt.s promaly dubved "Snob HiX1Y. The 20d Li.s werd
gaaTiered in larze too room borrocks near the old mess hall which they fondiy
call "Oyaentary oliv,

there ia a Hed Jross Sorviee oleb far the enlisted men - qwite o swanky
a ladr wiih curteins, piciures on the walls, a likrary, short order counter,
recreabion room and hostesses. Tt is the one and onl. touch of home and
“5pot of Heaven" arywlere around 3his neas infested aamp. '

The officers aren't quite so lueky av tne enlisted men for the only ex—
cuse for an officer!s club is far inferier to tie Serviece 0lub and much too
snall fer the number of officers. It was setup the Engincers lone befors
e orrived and originally was desipned for 100 officers, The Enpineers wore
kkind enough to invite Air Corps officers to make use of it but the inflax
was far greater then the supily. Haturally theras isn’t enough food, diink,
vr ice to go around each might, '

 ihe EX disn't mich nore than an emphy building exeept once monthly on
Ration lasue days. their stock is very short and limited daly to a surplus
of powreenal raticue nol draws ecch month, TRIS DAST ONLR Sveryons was sup-
posed te set 18 bobbles of beer, but the supply ran cut sboub halflway’ through
and soiee men only got two bottlee. — toughl ' '

There is a Thoater in the barracks ares huﬁ the ﬁ éﬂm iz s0 poar_anii
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reel slips very frequently causing the scens bo flitter: then. Los. v wes.
‘usually expeect s ilm to beeak at least once 'd1.1.t'i.'ﬂgtl L1 ahcming' .m' Fm_'w
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A Tew dipys before we stogtted I1yine guanel; and "Hums" o ss1ions we had
o series of lectures on "Evasion and sSsempe'. 4 Licktenant who was navipator
in g w2l bhot higd te be ditehed in the Dey of dengal, tuld uauf his ex~
vopiences in g 1ife raft snd his eventual rescum. Then a British fiyer told
us of his coecape and ovasion frowm bhe Japanese pround forces after hav
beon shot down and captured by them. A Sontain wio had trowelled on foo
torournout China. india. Surma. Thailond and Assam. seiting up excape raltes,
Lalked to vs of his journevs and deseribed the peoele, their custons, and
idiosynerascies, piding all the information he had pathered that would be
useful in al escape or ovasioha

Every crew momber was Wriefed on the roule owver the "Homp! and piven -
o1l portinent dats as to eneny poallions mmd pozsibilities of abbadk before
the ferry sdssions were siarted. Our first shio vwent vver the "dumo" on
J kAl qith toe sefond ship following the next day. Une siip got alwost halfl
v over when he lost on Engine and had to salvo big bomnb bay tonks in order
0 nold his aititudes Ancther shin blew an exhoust collechor ring abous
three hours ot fpon Chellia and had to tarn back. He was ..ble to nske
partial use of thil engine until 211 the oil draimed out about one hour from
the bage, then lhe had fo featherit. )

o night about twre smehke age thoe guroess on enes ohip wore worldng on
tne Lodl puns. & round was accidently loaded in the chomber and the guns
went off. Iue to a Jaulty part they continued shooting until 11 260 rounds
that were loaded in the gun had oeen fired. The accldent oeoured shortly
after davk and the incendiary and tracer bullets 1it up the sky like a b
Homan Candle ont the 4th of July. ‘the guns shot contimously for approximately
U0 spconds and the barrels were white hot == they ‘looked as. though they had
Juzt bean removed from a blast furnace. Unfortitafsly the pins wera parailnsl
with the ground snd pointing toward the Snginesrs area. The bullets riddied
thedr ness hall and sprayed tihe entire area, killing one man and seriously
infurine rnother, .

Approvcingtely 'a weeltl sgo one of wir pilots was flying an Intelligenca
ulficer to Chorra in the Im5. Fifteen miles from Charra the engine "conmked
cutM and they had to make a forced landing in some rice paddies. The field
oo A% roaga thiebd W shlp oRowed lnto 4 5mall emEbanknent.  Ihey stayed
overnight in a vative village and walked inte Charra the next dgy. The In-
telligence oificer was not hurt out the pilot sprained a. wortebrae and at
the present timg is in a cast. He has been sent to the nosmital in Salcutta
witih the possibdligy of being shinped t6 a hospital in the States. -

. Uapt. Lindley was made onerations officer upen nis amrival here, relicving
elajoe- DNlacy of that dutya oL ' .

Gn the.13th-of gy, sirplane “oomarders had a westing with Gol. MeGimoity - :
and Gol, fdarmon. Gol. Me@dnnity explainéd and outlined the program of tratine E
ing for Radar Bombing whieh, storting this ‘past Honday, 15 May, is to combine
for & days. (Alresdy 5 of our crews have accomplished. thede wissions. and S
are convincingly amaged g% the results) GCol, Harmon' congry ' 6 : .
as a whele on thedr sucdess™thus far it eetbting the shins
migsiona alraady accomplished ovaer. the Huwmp, The &
ceably shéad of: all other-groups -in Jﬂisﬂiﬁﬂs.__f -
of Tuel and supplied: delivered. Upon regusst. he to
plained 4o us'the! drganiabtion and chain of bomt
Tuttre plans da) fo-missdond, field conditlvne




Ta o wpintersnpe coellos ben Tholn Lo *"GI'EJ.,‘_'JI’(-EI‘ out wito the recosipg
of tize sod errivel of our . -,1’-*3“‘1 Cfficer. irinten-nce erfurme'l sre
Furmigned Tre the bt Bowbd wianteri e Squrdron wn.i::n WE R ;]su_,t recently re-
jolmed with the 395th. Our caief zsistenence difriewliy is lack of tools
aul voeluusnts nsverthcleaz, $he wen oroe dedns an eneellent Job of improvio—
ince  Sech oehiv ass = oelatensnce crew smoclgned, Dut tney =re shifted to aid
pr rrother giln when theirs 1s flying. Due to the aest, worldng hours arae
froz 000 until 1150, with the -Itermoon off, thes, from 1800 wntll tihe job

1f findaned.

on 15tk of Ly, o borrcels in wuch 15 of our officers were quertered
crmght fire and burned. ost of the ofilcers LOBT practicslly otl of thelr
nersonel end isgue clothéng ond esquipment. Tae fire spreed so fagt after
cetehing, dus bo 2 strong wind, that two tripa toside was tae wost rnyonae
h=3 tine to nelse before the rocd beqon caving in. Arrcocements were apde
ti:ze naxt dey [or guertere cnd guarterunster clatblng.

Aftar nlrnert three manthae of deinc =way Ifron toe States. we hove began
to rerilze the full mesning of Wihings me topk for grasted" back none - &
onld cun at wstar, & hot dog wlth rmetsard, or o Bambarger with onions — what
sare cowld we figut Tor thesn these freedoms ond many others we iow so well,

WILLIA: B. EEWARD,
Ceptadin, Air Corps,
Asel't. Histores) 0fficer.




