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:‘_ .I.od:lord: “Znneaville, ‘Qlio, "w;u ‘
sttacked and riddled . by bulléts

THOUGH BAOLY INJURED........

Caplain. Ledford Makes Delayed Qpening
Sump in Futile Effort to Save Friend.

A XX BOMBER COMMAND attached one end of them to the in order to be near the engineer
BASE, WESTERN CHINA.—The interior of the plane, the other when they landed. The wounded
heroic attempt of s wcunded end to the unconscious engineer’s pilot'fell free for nearly 5,000 feot

SBuperfortresa pilot to save the
Life .of his dying flight engineer
following o recént mission oves

¢ Jopar - was disclosed -dere . by

interrugation officers.

After bombs were dropped over
Omura, on Kyushu Teland, . the
B-29 piloted by Capt.-Jack .C.

)

from » Jap fighter.
A bullot slashed a gaping

- wound in Captain Ledford's right

L g ot

hip, fracturing his hip bone and
exposing his backbone and kidnéy.
Another bullet hit the Hight
engineer, piercing his Aak®helmet
and knocking him unconscious.
Other bullets damaged gas lines,
instruments and interior wiring
of the bomber.

Captain Ledford refused medica}
aid until the engineer had been
treated. The pilot handled the
engineer’s controfs for mnearly
one hour before loss of blood
weakened him. He then accepted
aid, but declined an opiate in

order to keep his head eléar. . g

Ldter, when loss of fuel foread

the crew to abandon ship, Captain .
Ledford and other crew members .

ripped open an exira parachute,
eut off the shroud: lines and

. One unidentified doughfoot was

eating - breakfast " recently in
Germany—in the Husrtgen Foreat
to be exact—when a German
shell paseed between his lege.
The wshell did: net touch- the
goldier. But. it astruck a, tree
nearby. The tree fell down
And & falling branok broke the
soldier’s ankle.

It’s better to be cautions than
sorry. Observe groupd safety
ruleg,

rip-cord ring.
“They dropped the. engineer
" through the' nose wheet . well.
The schemo’ worked, apd the-
parachute plossomed open.
Captain Ledford then jumped
and® delayed opening his  chute

“TONS OF BOMBS:
{ANS)—According to s recent
announcement- by the Army Air
Forees, s Supérfortress ¢am carry
at lesst ton tons'of bombs. . Previ-
-onsly, the highest' teported homb
Aol ever carried by a plane was
for the RAF’s Lancaster‘bombers
whick carry ebout. nine tons on
short wissions ‘and “five -tons on
longer strikes deep into Germany.
.+, The gasoline lozd of the B-29
1§ at lesst 8.000 gallons.:

before puiling his rip.cord.
However. .. despite Captain
Ledford’s eoul:agéous offort, the

“engineer died ghortly after reach- -
ing an ‘emergency hoppital in ‘
He failed to |

unoccupied China.
‘‘regain ¢ongeiousnesa.

Captain Ledfsrd's wounds were |

“treated. and - peveral’ days later
--he and: the other members of the

crew, all of whoni landed safely, -

« returned here.

" Col! ‘Willism B. Blanchard .
group communder, presented the -

-24-yearsold

side ceremonies

hoapital nearby, where Captain
Ledford is recovering from his .
wounds. :

Y Recuperatin’g..;——Capt;fk Jack C. Ledford, wounded B-29
pilot who free fell nearly 5,000 feet before opening his para-
chute in order to land near his dying flight engineer, is shown

here recuperating in a Chinese hospital.

is Miss Naney Chang.

The pretty nurse

téirmer Ohio State
- Unjversity  diving star with the
Purple Heart at informal bed- .
in an Army:



